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The Personal Works ot Bob Mizer

| Tesd m Qe StI'E'l'Ig'ﬂ'l N than ever betne, bt s
strength, this driving eneny, shal be carelly bridled
and cirected with wisdom [..] hiy am bition & emene
hing, pleamure, physica sercations mean nothing
companed to great accomplishments.® @b hizer in
aletler to his mother, Delia hizer, Tom 3 corectiond
work Taciity in Sa0gus, Caimbrnia, hisy 26, 1947)

The dhoye q.l:ltE' Qomes o 3 sefies a7 leters writ
£n by fmerican phoogapher Bob hdzer, Tollowsng
hiz arrest and absequent imprisonm ent in the aam-
mer of 1247, He EFIE'I'I"Z I'E'\H'H' ninemonths ata wark
CEN P N SAI0E , CHiTormia (iow part of Santa <1t
B the unlaamdl dsbution of obecene materisl
tirough e U mal, The matena in queston consist
ed o aseries of Bladt and white photodg aphs, taken
by heizer, of poung bodybuilders wearing what were
hien known = posing STaps—a peecursar to the
G=lring. Ot the me, Tie mere aiggeston of mae
rdcty s rot arly Trowned upon, but Jso dlegd . In
Fpite ot societd expectalons and presare wom |
erforcem ent, hizer woukd a0 on o build 2 veitabie
empire on hiz beetate photographs and dims, with
fie establismert of his inMuendd shudio, the
inthdetic hdodet GUik for 0hliG . it was popularly
ki)

hiiizer B letfers Trom prizon, dong with a handidl of
comespondences Tom a fip to Eurape in the early
1950z, and his daies, kept om e age of Wwele,
make up e most com prehen e firhand acoount
of e long and com plicabed lite of one o Om eficak
most urigee and eccentlic phoiographic woices,
Pemhaps the most infomatve portion of what
rem aire of the hiizer estate howeler is 3 collection of
perzond photgaphs that have ransly been ssen,
e by s closest 1o the photographer. 0 specid
sefection of these im a0esis on display his February at
Exile GAlem in Beflin, in & frst-orts-kingd edhibiton
erfifed @O AT Seeced e Whis 18
JeEe

The State of the Mirer Etate

0t e time of his death, Bob hiizer was probably
best known br his  goundbresting  magazine
Fhpsiope oo a publication that mised photo-
gaphs and illustratons by B of Ankand and ot
efs) with hiizer's othen vitriolic poiticdl rank. In the
Foan of his ned k-rear career, he created 3 body of
wiork Thiat both retected and sewsed O erican ideds
ot it zenlini®y. Hiz wonk inchided sweryhing tom dra
matically lit bladt and white beettake 0 colouril
imaJer hiat somedmes nduded exinem e doss-ups
of mae I}E’l’li’tﬁia... and ewen the oo adond Temae
mode. From his o e i Log Dngees, he photo
gaphed thowsands of men, inclding acors, bodye
buiders, siders, and husters. His portfolio, esim at
ed &t nmealy one milion diferent images and
fiousands of fims a Woeotpes, Teahaes Urique
aulurdl igures, induding actor and politcian roold
S zenegner, Lndy Wahol muse loe Delesandrn,
i and teleigon st Glenn Corbett, and conten-
peorary izt Atk FeEraon. The Bob hfzer Foundafion

niow houzes the mgority of He collection. Folkowing
his death, Froweer, a sefies of ewents uniblded that
threatered 1 kesp hi2er's work out of the publc
Aena Tree,

He died at 6715 pm. on hisy 12, 1992, His older
broher Joe, her 0 hiizers estate, died just one
i onth Later on June 16, leawng evenything to his sec-
ond benetician : his livesn |awer Wapre Stariey, The
hrizer et corsisted of Tour Gy o, contEning e
hrizer tamily home, the photbgaphert sudo and
Fdives, and a I'E'IE'I'I‘U!.' onE i ted l.‘!:ll'l'l'litlrﬁ' wr hiz
m odelz. Cwer e years, e compound played host o
his Tamily, e ofcaiond boader, 3 wud oo of
barryad anim as, and 3 dew ot modes, In the das
immedizEly Tolowing his death, 3 Tew rem E@ning
models dspased of mud of hizers possesiors At
Stanleq b request He oten recounted the oocason,
saing that ey Tiled anpwhens beteen sivheen and
trirtethiree dumpsers tal of k. That Cure’
induded crucid slements of e photographer s pro-
cess, Mis elaborate fef, coshumes, equipment and
prope, ad Amoet Al of his persond beongings.
heizer's friend, the A efican panter lohn Sonsni, sa-
waged some of these artetacts while other pisces of
the ete were handed off to vaiows Triend: and
CONVENm P fies.

Starieg themphed 10 keep hie operation aModt, e
taking phofogaphs of papular Ohds models him s,
bt e most important pat of the busness was
missng—Eob hizer In 1934, Staniey put the com-
pound up for sde, sectioning it off into e parts.
Eighteen months later, he sold e Ina propery and
refocated 0 0lameda, CO. Staniey kept hiizer t Hack
and white prints and negatives in his garage, and
stacked his 25mm colowr dides doo-to-csling i a
nedby pubic storage unit He Tims and videos
refainedin Los Drdeles with docum entary filmm e
hiarvin Jones who sent e 1im s 10 the Acadeny of
heiation Picture rts and Sciences, and kept the Wideo-
tapes on his back ponch. Back ises of Fhpsioue
Al changed hands atew 1mes bethre landngin
a Forage unit, d:0in Los Lngeks.

In 2004, Stanley made his fnad sade to Dernis Bal,
creator of e Bob iz Fourdaton. The franster
induded dl of e rem Ening photaarapns, 25mm
and medium -form &t colour ¥Yarsparencies, lagetr-
mat bad and white negatves and hizers onigind
cad caslogue hiat mapped out he collection in its
endredy, Cmer tine, Bell pieced the collection back
together, relocaing and acquiing Al of hezers
remaining films and videotapes, and most of he
props, equipment, and backdops that John Sonsni
resoled mone than ten e e o

There iz no way of knowing heendrey of what was
lost in e dags Dlowing hi2er s death, bt what
refainz ot his estate pant a piclre of acof plicated
and medcuous adst. He was a warkhorse who shot
obeessiely, neaty evenyday, otten Wit mutiple mod
els, and even condnuding to work &= his body deterice
rated from rena talre. His last known seedon ook
plae jUst tao monthe betore he died. He lept and
scritirized every Trame, some marked with the wands

o,

g0 rot print,~ others acoompanied by notes about
lighting o expoare.

Exly on, hiizer made a habit ot photographing out
doors, DEE-EIﬂEI'I-EI!.' on Iocation, but omen on the
roothop of by the pool At e com pound. Yihen he
worked in the stdio, be is umowred to have ot
with 2 sefies of camer a5, corctandy shiting between
25mm, mediom i at, and lage form at, in bath
oolour and black and white, this produdng an aray
of Tomn ts o7 each andevery pose, LIEr Woeos of his
sessions, kept dmost reigiosl Tom hie ealy 1960
on, reved a diterent spproat. 05 his bedth waned,
e siopped shoofng oubdoors, and raey moved
trom his post diecly nest 1o a corctanty reconding
camcorder. hdizer can be heard on these Wdeos
coxhing his modes, with the flah tom  his
Contaies SR popping inthe background .

Hie vz an extrennely sucoes sl camm ef Al phatadra
pher (ro smal ®at, consderng his subject mater

ad hie knew ecacty what his oustomers wanded.
honetheless, he steadly produced i ages hiat sand
out fom he sendard beetfcae that made hin
T 0w, N e cardboand bokes hiat houwsed his vans
parencies and negatives, right dongsde the posing
ad preening, e images that hli2er him st neser
presented 1o the public, pemhaps out of Tear that the
wiollld b i aandersiood . EVen e o ang posthon o
qalen enhibit and coffes table books have over-
locked these—pethaps the most inkiguing of his
photograptes.

He had & keen understanding of com posidon and
lightire tom the begnning, and was ealy o adopt
advances in photography—his earliest colour work
dates 1 back 2 the mid- 19408, decades betore
color photography was accepied &5 atine at fomi .
The images, retemed to here a5 his persond works,
st 3 TUN UniqUE wision of masculing dentiy. From
hie tin e he started dooumening bodybuildng con-

.y '.rl
i
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pettions on Werice Esach, hizer franed his lens on
portray ds of masculinity, and & the years progresssd,
his worke tumed fhom standad representations—
boadyiliaer, policenn an, ssilor—o multhlaered corr
struchons, 0 blad lombefjad st agarct a dessert
sureet gports 3 GUt fahirt and skintight jears. 0
dishencled Jenk-figure, ams open wide aganst 3
tabric-draped qoss, stands with peivis st Tonasrd,
Tully erect,

These images present a nesw im presson of hizer. He
iz neither restraned & in his eal photographs, nor
explict a2 in his later wonl, Here he exhibits he
srengt he once spoke of: e driving energs [.]
caretuly brided and direcied with wisdom | Degite
his obwicls impact on visdd aulure, and prockm
fions ot his irmMuence Tom rencwned at wold fig
ures lie Dawid Hockney, he has, uritil now, been rele-
gaed © the workd of outsder at o, at best,
ol ercid phoiographer. He ma not have received

the acclim he is dug, but then his atstic kgan is
only nowe given it debut.
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